Zonta Club of Melbourne Awarded Governor’s Trophy Runner-Up at 63rd Annual District Conference

Congratulations!  Members of the Zonta Club of Melbourne received a special surprise at the District 11 Conference Awards Banquet when the Club was named Runner-Up for the 2011 Governor’s Trophy award.  The Zonta Club of Naples received the Governor’s Trophy, the District’s highest award.  The two clubs were recognized for their outstanding service and fundraising efforts in support of the goals of their clubs and Zonta International to advance the status of women through education and advocacy.
	Eleven clubs from District 11, which includes Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Mississippi, the Bahamas, British Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico were nominated for the annual award.  There are 42 clubs in the District.
	Attending the conference on behalf of the Melbourne club were Treasurer Doris Larson; Board Member Sandra Michelson and President Gail Cordial.  The Club’s mantra, “small but mighty” is demonstrated by their ongoing support for local high school, college and needs-based scholarships, the Sue M. Pridmore Home in Melbourne and human trafficking education and awareness programs among others. 
	The Melbourne club has received the Runner-Up award previously and in 2007, was awarded the Governor’s Trophy.  Congratulations to the members of the Zonta Club of Melbourne for a job well done!

Districts Conference Showcases Goals and Projects – Human Trafficking Awareness a Priority

	“Saving the World One Woman at a Time,” was the theme for the 63rd Annual District 11 Conference September 22-24 held on Sanibel Island, hosted by the Zonta Club of Sanibel/Captiva. More than 150 professionals gathered for Conference activities which included a mix of District business as well as educational sessions.
	On Friday morning, members heard from Nicole Waid, Chief of the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Middle District, Fort Myers.  Chief Waid applauded Zonta members for their work on human trafficking, stating that it’s a problem that’s largely misunderstood as a crime and the manner in which it’s prosecuted.
	According to Chief Waid, Florida had the second most human trafficking prosecutions in the U.S. during the past year, but that was only six cases, primarily domestic trafficking in the Jacksonville area.  She said that while she is glad to help the victims, the only way to stop the trafficking is to prosecute the traffickers.
	Newly appointed to her position, Chief Waid has opened numerous doors in the Fort Myers area through improved communication between government agencies and local community service organizations.  In Lee and Collier counties, the two anti-human trafficking coalitions have joined forces with state and federal agencies including the FBI, IRS, Drug Enforcement Agency, U.S. Attorney’s Office and local law enforcement that now meet monthly to address progress, problems and solutions.  She further explained that the U.S. Justice Department has made the crime of human trafficking an agency priority.
	Nicole Waid is a real go-getter and we are fortunate to have such a smart, determined individual working to combat this horrendous crime!

Message from Zonta International President Dianne Curtis

Conference attendees were treated to a video message from ZI President Dianne Curtis presented by Kirsi Nickels, a ZI Board member from Finland who joined us in Sanibel.
	According to President Curtis, Zonta International is working hard to increase its visibility through social media sites such as Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and others.  The electronic newsletter has been highly successful and The Zontian magazine is now published in four languages.  To date, for the 2010-2012 biennium, 16 new clubs have been chartered and $2 million has been raised toward the goal of $3 million.  (see below to learn how Doris Larson, Melbourne Club Treasurer and ZI District Foundation Ambassador is helping ZI reach that goal)
	President Curtis reminded us that Zonta International will celebrate its 100th birthday in 2019 and plans are already underway for a special celebration that will include a publication of Zonta’s history and worldwide service.

Foundation Ambassador Leads the Fundraising Charge

	Doris Larson plays a duel role as Melbourne Club Treasurer and District 11 Foundation Ambassador.  As Ambassador, she is responsible for raising funds for ZI service projects worldwide.  Doris attends Area Meetings within District 11 to educate members about projects such as the prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV and gender-based violence in Rwanda; reduction of maternal and newborn mortality and morbidity in Liberia; and the Safe Cities for Women project in Guatemala City and San Salvador.  ZISVAW (ZI Strategies to End Violence Against Women) projects are ongoing in Cambodia, Nepal, Uganda and Haiti and of course, the prevention of human trafficking.
	Doris was able to raise more than $2,000 on the first day of the conference but on Saturday morning she issued a challenge to all members suggesting that clubs in attendance at the conference work to achieve 100% participation from each member.
	On Saturday evening she announced that more than $5,500 had been raised!  Congratulations Doris for your outstanding commitment to women throughout the world!

Developing Effective Projects “One Partner at a Time”

Was the theme of Friday’s afternoon session presented by the Zonta Club of Sanibel/Captiva.  Panelists included Rosemary Boisvert, Director of the Southwest Florida Addiction Services Transitional Living Center; Kevin Lewis, CEO of Southwest Florida Addiction Services (SWFAS) and Phyllis Gresham, M.S. Nurse Practitioner (retired), a member of the Sanibel/Captiva Club.
The club has developed a long-term partnership with SWFAS through their transitional living center providing all manner of services from mentoring and volunteer hours, to clothing, furnishings and more than $56,000 in funding over the past ten years.
The panelists stressed the importance of understanding potential partners before making a commitment.  According to Lewis, the two organizations compared their mission statements during their early discussions on whether to partner and then, how they would partner.  He suggested site visits to potential partner locations, meeting the leaders and board members of the organization, as well as their clients and staff.  Lewis also stressed the importance of determining in advance the expectations of each organization, identifying gaps in services that might be addressed and determining outcomes and how to measure them.  SWFAS has also been successful in leveraging Zonta’s support into grant funding from other public and private sources.
	According to Lewis and Boisvert, their partnership with Zonta has been one of the best things that has happened at the Transitional Living Center, both for the women who live in there and the organization.  They are looking forward to many more years of successful partnering with Zonta.


District 11 Scholarship Winners Recognized

	Beryl Oduor has been selected the 2011 District 11 Jane M. Klausman Women in Business scholarship awardee.  A native of Nairobi, Kenya, Beryl is currently attending St. Petersburg College pursuing her bachelor’s degree in International Business.  Nominated by the Zonta Club of Pinellas, Beryl was selected for her strong academic record, her outstanding achievements and recognitions and her volunteer work and community service.  She intends to return to Kenya after graduation in December 2012 to assist local women in starting and sustaining their own businesses so they may become self-sufficient.  She made this beautiful quote during her remarks, “Leaders are givers of hope.” Enough said.
	Carolina Echeverri is the District 11 Young Women in Public Affairs scholar for 2011.  Her application was submitted by the Zonta Club of Boca Raton, one of fifteen submitted for the competition.  Currently attending Tallahassee Community College, Carolina will start at Florida State University in January 2012.  Her goal is to earn a law degree and work and study in the field of international diplomacy.  She would like to work at the U.S. State Department someday. 
	It was a privilege for us to spend the two days with these smart, poised and enthusiastic young ladies!  There is no question they will be highly successful wherever they land. 
	
PACE Changes the Lives of “At-Promise” Girls 

	On Saturday we were fortunate to hear from Melissa Semantis, Development Director for the PACE Center for Girls in Lee County another program that’s helping change the lives of girls 12 – 18 years of age.  
To begin her talk, Melissa presented two surprising statistics – Florida sent more girls to juvenile justice programs last year than 47 other states AND while they represent 30% of the juvenile justice system, only 5 percent of funding is spent on programs for girls.
Girls can be referred to PACE from the court system, their families, guidance counselors or others if they are identified to be at-risk (Melissa prefers the term “at-promise”) of criminal behavior, failure at school, emotional and mental health problems, substance abuse and more.  Although the PACE Center is a school, they must deal with the emotional as well as academic challenges facing each girl, many of whom have experienced physical or sexual violence, been directly involved in a violent episode or other trauma of some form.
The PACE Center capacity is 50 girls and there are typically 12 girls per class.  Girls are typically 2-3 years behind in school and usually stay for one year, but they are followed and receive transition services for three years after leaving the Center.  They are also invited to call the Center anytime they may need help – “once a PACE girl, always a PACE girl,” according to Melissa.
The Zonta Club of Sanibel/Captiva has been working with PACE to mentor and provide resources to the Center as needed.  They have also been successful in starting a Z Club at PACE for the older girls.  Being a member of the Z Club has raised the girls’ self-esteem, provided them with additional responsibility, knowledge of meeting procedures and the importance of working together to be successful.
Fifty percent of the Lee County program’s funding is provided by the Florida Department of Education, 25 percent from the local school board and the remainder from grants and donations.  It costs Florida taxpayers $45,000 per year to send a girl to a residential Department of Juvenile Justice program while PACE can provide its services for only $13,000 per student.  Is it successful?  The Lee County program has a 97 percent success rate with girls going on to an appropriate education program after leaving PACE while 100% of graduates improve academically.
Congratulations to the PACE Center for Girls and the Zonta Club of Sanibel/Captiva!

District 11 Officers Elected for 2012-2014 Biennium

	In the final order of business for the Conference, Zontians elected their new officers and board for the upcoming biennium as follows:
Governor – Tamara “Tami” Page
Lt. Governor – Karen Pati
Treasurer – Carmen Elias-Levenson
Area 1 Director – Charlene Rains
Vice Area 1 Director – Donna Stewart
Area 2 Director – Melodie Anne Hunnicut
Vice Area 2 Director – Judy Barnes
Area 3 Director – Cherrylee Pinder
Vice Area 3 Director – Laura Strumpf
Area 4 Director – Pamela Ridley
Vice Area 4 Director – Maureen Quinlan
Area 5 Director – Gloria Rosario
Vice Area 5 Director – Elvira Santiago Toro
Area 6 Director – Susan Scribner
Vice Area 6 Director – Linda Robison

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Officers and Board will begin serving their terms after the 2012 International Convention next July.
