Human trafficking is rampant in the world today. It is estimated between 600,000 and 800,000 victims are trafficked across international borders each year.  It is a $9-$17 billion international industry, second only to drug trafficking.  Eighty percent of the trafficked victims are women and girls. 

Cases of human trafficking have been reported in all 50 states, Washington D.C. and some U.S. territories. Victims of human trafficking can be children or adults, U.S. citizens, foreign nationals, male or female. An estimated 15,000-18,000 victims are trafficked annually into the United States. At any given time there are 43,000 trafficked victims in the U.S. Here is a harrowing statistic: only 2% are rescued.

Zonta International condemns the practice of trafficking of persons, especially women and girls, for sexual or labor exploitation as a gross violation of human rights and a crime against humanity.  Preventing violence against women and girls is a Zonta International priority.

Zonta International’s position paper on human trafficking asks the local Zonta clubs to collaborate with local governments, non-governmental organizations, community leaders, the media, law enforcement agencies and the general public to eliminate trafficking in persons, especially women and girls, through the three Ps strategy.  

· PREVENT conditions driving demand and supply for trafficking, illegal prostitution and sexual exploitation.

· PROTECT trafficking victims by providing reintegration assistance and opportunities for social inclusion.

· PROSECUTE   and punish traffickers. Criminalize all forms of trafficking.  

The Zonta Club of Melbourne is focused on human trafficking awareness and training.  We have had one training session for the general public and two sessions for law enforcement and service providers and are planning a third in the spring of 2011. We offered the first law enforcement human trafficking training session in Brevard County. Recent human trafficking legislation now mandates that police recruits must have eight hours of human trafficking training. To bring awareness to the community, we partnered with the Women’s Center to promote a private showing of the movie TRADE with Kevin Kline at The Oaks theatre.  Free tickets were given to as many police departments and service provider organizations as possible. As a follow-up to the movie, presentations were made to those in the community that were interested.

We will be a part of Community Day at the Melbourne Square Mall in the coming year and will distribute information about our ongoing fight to combat human trafficking and will also provide general information about Zonta and our service projects at the international and local levels. 

